
From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: JEN
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2023 11:28:32 AM

 
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2022 12:00 PM
To: Angela S Watmore <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; William Bates
<william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Cc: Dae Y Chung <dae.chung@em.doe.gov>; Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: JEN
 
Best time for me is 10a DC time which will be 4p in Vienna. Or later. 
 
Jack
 
Sent from my BlackBerry - the most secure mobile device

From: angela.watmore@em.doe.gov
Sent: September 13, 2022 15:49
To: william.bates@srnl.doe.gov; jedlow@edlow.com
Cc: dae.chung@em.doe.gov; rneely@edlow.com
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: JEN

 
Thanks for the update Jack.
 
I will set up a Teams meeting for Friday.
 

From: william.bates@srnl.doe.gov <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 9:23 AM
To: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>
Cc: Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; Chung, Dae <dae.chung@em.doe.gov>;
Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: JEN
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Thanks Jack. I am in DC through Thursday but have plenty of time Wednesday morning early and all
morning Friday for a call. As we discussed a few weeks ago, a slower approach that keeps progress
moving is something that can be rescoped if that is palatable. 
 
Bill 

Bill Bates 
Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental & Legacy Management
Building 773-A Rm A-233
Aiken, SC 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
Sent from my iPhone
 

On Sep 13, 2022, at 9:15 AM, Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> wrote:


Angela and Bill
 
I spent the last three days in Cologne meeting with and speaking with a variety of
people including Mr. Dietz from BMBF and Mr. Schaeffler from JEN.
 
It is clear that they are under immense financial pressure due to the costs of energy
and the war in Ukraine.  With that in mind they need to propose some changes but
they DO NOT PLAN TO CANCEL THE PROJECT.  The draft contract is still under review
and has not yet been sent to the State of NRW.  This will still take some time. 
 
I have a lot of further information to share but not by email.  I will remain in Europe for
several more weeks so I think a zoom/TEAMS call would be useful. Tomorrow is difficult
but I can make time on Thursday or Friday when I will be in Vienna, Austria.
 
I am happy to bring this news.   Please advise and thanks

Jack
 

From: Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2022 8:10 PM
To: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>
Cc: Chung, Dae <dae.chung@em.doe.gov>
Subject: JEN
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Good afternoon Jack,
 
Appreciate the update.  Note clear where the misinformation is coming from.
 
Could you give me a bit more background on the State of NRW and this new political
coalition desiring to end a US option?
 
I am not familiar?
 
 
 

From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2022 12:15 PM
To: GONZALEZ, JANIE J (SRS) <janette.gonzalez@srs.gov>; Watmore, Angela
<angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; Pamela.Marks@srs.gov; WILMS, RALF (SRS)
<ralf.wilms@srs.gov>; Menke, Christopher J. <chris.menke@science.doe.gov>;
Schneider, Emily G <emily.schneider@science.doe.gov>; Bates, William (SRS)
<william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>; Pierce, Robert (SRS) <robert.pierce@srnl.doe.gov>;
Petersen, Ryan (SRS) <ryan.petersen@srnl.doe.gov>; GARDNER, CURTIS W (SRS)
<curtis.gardner@srs.gov>; CRAPSE, HERBERT M (SRS) <herbert.crapse@srs.gov>;
BENTLEY, JEFFREY L (SRS) <jeffrey.bentley@srs.gov>; Shultz, John
<john.shultz@em.doe.gov>; Sheikh, Zameer (SRS) <zameer.sheikh@srnl.doe.gov>;
Williams, Bryan (SRS) <bryan.williams@srnl.doe.gov>; Ramsey, Amy (SRS)
<amy.ramsey@srnl.doe.gov>; Elmetti, Rosa <rosa.elmetti@em.doe.gov>; JENKINS,
BERNICE M (SRS) <bernice.jenkins@srs.gov>; Kasseck, Christoph
<Christoph.Kasseck@andrejewski.de>; Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>; Damm,
Gunter <Gunter.Damm@jen-juelich.de>
Cc: Köndgen, Viola-Christina <Viola.Koendgen@JEN-Juelich.de>; Niedrée, Denis
<Denis.Niedree@jen-juelich.de>; Caspary, Guido <guido.caspary@jen-juelich.de>;
Schäffler, Ulrich <Ulrich.Schaeffler@JEN-Juelich.de>; Kallenbach-Herbert, Beate
<beate.kallenbach@jen-juelich.de>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
 
Dear All,
 
It has been a while since we met and I have been asked by JEN management to give
you an update on the current situation.   Despite what you might have heard during the
SRP CAB meeting this week, or from the website of Tom Clements, NO DECISION HAS
BEEN MADE YET by the German Ministries.  Following completion of the contract
negotiations, JEN has submitted the draft SPP contract to the relevant federal and state
ministries.  A decision is still pending.   The State of NRW, has a new political coalition
who seeks to end the US option and they are doing all they can to try to influence the
federal authorities.  But there has been no decision yet and thus no need for an
additional meeting 
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We will keep you posted as things progress, but please do not believe the noise in the
atmosphere.
 
Best
 
Jack
********************************************************************
This message does not originate from a known Department of Energy email system.
Use caution if this message contains attachments, links or requests for information.

********************************************************************



From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2023 11:27:15 AM

 
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 16, 2022 3:22 PM
To: William Bates <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]
 
Quick response, huh?   Go for it
 
Jack
 

From: william.bates@srnl.doe.gov <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 16, 2022 8:56 PM
To: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]
 
Thanks Jack!!
 
Bill
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
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From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 16, 2022 10:58 AM
To: Angela S Watmore <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; William Bates
<william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
 
Angela and Bill
 
Nice to talk today and here is the signature panel from Volkmar Dietz email for your information.
 
Dr. Volkmar Dietz
Deputy Director-General
________________________________________
Directorate 71 - Large Facilities and Basic Research
 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research
 
Heinemannstrasse 2, 53175 Bonn | Postal Address: 53170 Bonn
Phone: +49 228 99 57-2174 | Fax: +49 228 99 57-82174 | Volkmar.Dietz@bmbf.bund.de
 
 
Best
 
 
Jack
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From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Subject: FW: Draft text E-Mail SRNL / DOE
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2023 11:26:23 AM
Attachments: Draft JEN Email to DOE and SRS Oct 2022.docx

 
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 3:48 PM
To: Angela S Watmore <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; William Bates
<william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Draft text E-Mail SRNL / DOE
 
Dear Angela and Bill,
 
Attached you will find a draft edited document which we submitted to JEN 10 days ago.   We believe
that you will receive an email either today or tomorrow with the official position of JEN.  I have not
seen their final version.  Please note that in our edited version, we specifically indicated that this is
not the position of the BMBF but only of JEN.  Hopefully this is what will be said. 
 
I am still working on keeping BMBF on track but it is difficult.   You can call me before 730p tonight
on my cell phone.
 
Thanks

Jack
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Dear Colleagues, (whom should we address, Jack?) Angela and Bill:



We hope this e-mail finds you well. 



As already communicated during our recent video call, JEN would like to take the opportunity to provide you with more background information regarding JEN’s decision to terminate the U.S.-Option, but above all, to thank you for the successful cooperation in recent years:  To summarize:



· In 2014, the atomic supervisory authority ordered that the interim storage facility in Julich, where the spent AVR fuel is stored, be emptiedvacated without further delay and that the previous storage license was not to be extended, due to recent findings suggesting that the whole area surrounding Julich may be an earthquake-prone area. 



· Following that order, DOE, BMBF and MWIDE NRW signed a relevant Statement of Intent (SOI) in 2014 with regard to the return and disposal of the spent AVR fuel within the framework of non-proliferation. 



· As the project team may well remember, the common history between SRS/DOE and JEN/Forschungszentrum Julich dates back even further than this orderSOI, since spent research reactor fuel was sent back to its country of origin from Julich to the U.S. regularly. 



· Interestingly, similar to today, Aalmost 10 years ago, the U.S. option had been was on the verge of being suspended already, and similar to today, for reasons outside the sphere of influence of the Forschungszentrum Julich, JEN’s predecessor regarding the responsibility for the spent AVR fuel at the time. Fortunately, the international project team managed to overcome these uncertainties, and our collaboration led to the development of so that we may now look back on two very valuable patents for the civilian use of nuclear energy, which established a novel process to further reduce nuclear waste that results from the civilian use of nuclear energy. 



Now, I will turn to the situation that has overtaken our project today.  As a beneficiary of the federal government (BMBF) and the state of North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW), JEN  receives grants, which are awarded as institutional funding from the federal and state budgets based on JEN’s annual business which is approved by the relevant ministries and budget committee. With the frequentcombined impact of the Covid pandemic and the Ukraineian crisis, the public budget has become more strained, which caused why the competent budget commission to requested that JEN to re-evaluate all options to empty the Julich storage facility and to reduce the costs of these accordingly. The evaluation of all possible options was conducted against the background of the above-mentioned 2014 order, which requests JEN to empty the storage facility without further delay. Therefore, the options were examined once more regarding their feasibility and timeframe for implementation. Unfortunately, the result is that the probability of realization of the U.S.-option is currently the lowest.   There was a stage While at some point of the U.S. project where , the schedule showed it to be amongst the most favourable and that it would  fastest to empty the storage facility the fastest.  However, negotiating the relevant draft contracts put the U.S. option clearly in arrears over the years, which is why other possible remedies have now gained an advantage on the relevant timeline, as further explained below.: 



Amongst other requirements, the supervisory authority had directed requested JEN to obtain a renewed license for the existing interim storage facility, including taking the necessary earthquake measurements. According to recent information from the licensing authority, such a license may be issued in the near future. If this were to take placeoccur, the German Atomic Energy Act would prohibit a subsequent export of the spent fuel, since spent fuel stored in a licensed facility may not be exported under current anymore due to a change of legislation. 



Furthermore, the new NRW government’s coalition agreement provides for the minimization of transports of radioactive material and supports the construction of a new interim storage facility inat Julich for the spent AVR fuel. A transport to the U.S. would entail a transnational shipment to a German seaport, crossing further German states, whoseich probability of realization JEN considers very low, as long as no other assessment of priority is made by the ministries involved.



The previously mentioned reasons have now led to the fact that JEN is bound to terminate the US option, which we very much regret to have to inform you about. [Please note that this is the JEN position, but it does not represent the position of the ministry, BMBF, and the ministry will contact its counterparties at US DOE directly to explain its position.]



Our thanks go above all to the excellent scientific team around Robert Pierce on the U.S. side, without whose technical implementation the research work would not have been feasible. We would also like to thank the many American colleagues at the Savannah River Site and DOE, whose collaboration on contracts and other administrative decisions made our many years of trusting cooperation possible in the first place.



Since the clearance of the AVR storage facility ultimately involves a large number of stakeholders and is also influenced, among other things, by political decisions, we very much regret that we are unfortunately unable to provide you with a more positive announcement at this time.



Sincerely yours, 

Denis Niedrée 
Referent Büro der Geschäftsführung


Telefon +49 2461 629 46017





From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Cc: Joseph Campbell
Subject: FW: FOIA Public Request for Information
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2023 11:10:38 AM

Trina, I will send you a flurry of emails for review in the 2/21/22-3/1/23 period requested that are
related in any way to termination of the WFO or discussions related to revival of collaboration if
there are any.  Ones like this below are not really in the category but are included for completeness. 
Joe, I will spare you from being copied on all of them. 
 
Bill
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2023 8:51 AM
To: William Bates <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: FOIA Public Request for Information
 
Bill,
 
Do you have same type of email from internal DOE comms at SRS?  I gave HQ Comms Director da
heads up yesterday.
 
So good to go there.
 
Angela
 

From: william.bates@srnl.doe.gov <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2023 6:52 AM
To: Niedrée, Denis <Denis.Niedree@jen-juelich.de>
Cc: Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>
Subject: RE: FOIA Public Request for Information
 
Thank you Denis.  And same to your team!
 
Bill
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Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Niedrée, Denis <Denis.Niedree@jen-juelich.de> 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2023 5:57 AM
To: William Bates <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Cc: Angela S Watmore <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] AW: FOIA Public Request for Information
 
Dear Bill,
 
thank you very much for your message.
I see no reason why the e-mail you mentioned should not be forwarded.
All the best to you and your team
 
Denis
 
Denis Niedree 
Referent Büro der Geschäftsführung

Telefon +49 2461 629 46017

denis.niedree@jen-juelich.de
www.jen-juelich.de

_______________________________________________

JEN Jülicher Entsorgungsgesellschaft für Nuklearanlagen mbH
Wilhelm - Johnen - Straße | 52428 Jülich
Postfach 1160 | 52412 Jülich

Aufsichtsratsvorsitz
Dr. Martin Hillebrecht von Liebenstein

Geschäftsführung
Beate Kallenbach-Herbert (Vorsitzende der Geschäftsführung) | Ulrich Schäffler

Amtsgericht Düren | HRB 4349
Ust. ID-Nr. DE 119495754

_______________________________________________
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Ein Unternehmen der EWN Gruppe

Rechtsbelehrung
Unbeschadet der Korrespondenz per E-Mail sind unsere Erklärungen ausschließlich dann rechtsverbindlich, wenn sie in herkömmlicher
Schriftform (mit eigenhändiger Unterschrift zweier Unterschriftsberechtigter) oder durch Übermittlung eines solchen Schriftstückes per
Telefax erfolgen.

Diese Information ist ausschließlich für den Adressaten bestimmt und kann vertraulich oder gesetzlich geschützte Informationen
enthalten. Wenn Sie nicht der bestimmungsgemäße Adressat sind, unterrichten Sie bitte den Absender und vernichten Sie diese Mail.
Anderen als dem bestimmungsgemäßen Adressaten ist es untersagt, diese E-Mail zu lesen, zu speichern, weiterzuleiten oder ihren Inhalt
aufwelche Weise auch immer zu verwenden. Wir verwenden aktuelle Virenschutzprogramme. Für Schäden, die dem Empfänger
gleichwohl durch von uns zugesandte mit Viren befallene E-Mails entstehen, schließen wir jede Haftung aus.

.

 

Von: william.bates@srnl.doe.gov <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov> 
Gesendet: Donnerstag, 30. März 2023 20:38
An: Niedrée, Denis <Denis.Niedree@jen-juelich.de>
Cc: angela.watmore@em.doe.gov
Betreff: FOIA Public Request for Information
 
Denis, I hope you are doing well.  I just wanted to let you know that SRNL has received a formal
request for information (as we frequently have on our collaboration with JEN) and we plan to share
the October email from Ulrich Schaffler to us.  If this is problematic, please let us know.  Thanks. 
 
Bill
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
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From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Subject: FW: Follow up on last week"s JEN SPP discussion - Comm Plan
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2023 11:21:24 AM

Probably not relevant to the FOIA, but included for your review. 
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 6:09 PM
To: BOYETTE, AMY R <amy.boyette@srs.gov>; Rosa R Elmetti <Rosa.Elmetti@em.doe.gov>; VOLK,
MONTE J <Monte.Volk@srs.gov>; GONZALEZ, JANIE J <Janette.Gonzalez@srs.gov>; Ana M Han
<ana.han@em.doe.gov>; Bryan Williams <Bryan.Williams@srnl.doe.gov>; Zameer Sheikh
<zameer.sheikh@srnl.doe.gov>; William Bates <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>; Ryan Petersen
<ryan.petersen@srnl.doe.gov>; MARKS, PAMELA A <Pamela.Marks@srs.gov>; STAMPER, STEPHEN
W <Stephen.Stamper@srs.gov>; GARDNER, CURTIS W <Curtis.Gardner@srs.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Follow up on last week's JEN SPP discussion - Comm Plan
 
Lets respin comms plan into benefit of joint technology development, bringing in the value add of
technology not only for the graphite fuels, but commercially.  SRNL is stand alone National Laboraory
with a technology development mission, etc..
 
The decision point to bring the German graphite-coated spent nuclear fuel spheres is a future
decision TBD, so I don’t think we need to be so hard-lined about this not being in-line with EM
mission … as stated below.
 
What do others think?
 

From: amy.boyette@srs.gov <amy.boyette@srs.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 4:27 PM
To: Elmetti, Rosa <rosa.elmetti@em.doe.gov>; VOLK, MONTE J (SRS) <monte.volk@srs.gov>;
Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; GONZALEZ, JANIE J (SRS)
<janette.gonzalez@srs.gov>; Han, Ana <ana.han@em.doe.gov>; Williams, Bryan (SRS)
<bryan.williams@srnl.doe.gov>; Sheikh, Zameer (SRS) <zameer.sheikh@srnl.doe.gov>; Bates,
William (SRS) <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>; Petersen, Ryan (SRS) <ryan.petersen@srnl.doe.gov>;
MARKS, PAMELA A (SRS) <pamela.marks@srs.gov>; STAMPER, STEPHEN W (SRS)
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<stephen.stamper@srs.gov>; GARDNER, CURTIS W (SRS) <curtis.gardner@srs.gov>
Subject: Follow up on last week's JEN SPP discussion - Comm Plan
 
Good afternoon,
 
During our meeting last week, Monte and I agreed to review the most recent comm plan on this
subject and perhaps use it as the basis for communications going forward. That plan is attached.
Unfortunately, you’ll quickly see that this plan was addressing why we’d decided NOT to move
forward with the program.  In fact, our proposed message then was,
 

“The Department of Energy has decided to stop contract negotiations for technology
development and the potential acceptance and processing of German graphite-coated
spent nuclear fuel spheres at the Savannah River Site. Moving forward with this effort
would be inconsistent with current priorities to accelerate mission completion,
minimize risks, reduce costs, and reduce EM’s long-term liability at Savannah River. 
A number of outstanding contract issues remain, and negotiations with the German
nuclear research corporation Jülicher Entsorgungsgesellschaft für Nuklearanlagen
mbH (JEN) have reached an impasse with further talks unlikely to change the
respective positions on these issues.  DOE will continue to welcome missions at
Savannah River consistent with its goals and priorities.”
 

 
Cleary a lot has changed and there are details/developments that I and my staff aren’t privy too.
Someone else (not sure who??) will have to take the pen on this one.  
 
 
Thank you,
Amy

 
Amy R. Boyette, Director 
Office of External Affairs
US Department of Energy
Savannah River Operations Office
803-952-6120 office / 803-761-3897 mobile
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From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Subject: FW: German Graphite project
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2023 11:24:14 AM

 
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2022 1:00 PM
To: Angela S Watmore <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; William Bates
<william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: German Graphite project
 
I reached out to Corey and Dave this morning and below is the thread for your info.
 
Jack
 

From: Hinderstein, Corey A <corey.hinderstein@nnsa.doe.gov> 
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2022 12:58 PM
To: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>; Huizenga, David <david.huizenga@nnsa.doe.gov>
Subject: RE: German Graphite project
 
Jack,
 
I am aware of this issue and its history. My inquiries are focused on current state of play and any
recommendations we may want, or not want, to make to the Secretary. Thanks again for raising it.

Corey
 

Corey Hinderstein (she/her/hers)
Deputy Administrator
Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation
(NA-20)
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From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2022 12:54 PM
To: Hinderstein, Corey A <corey.hinderstein@nnsa.doe.gov>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>; Huizenga, David <david.huizenga@nnsa.doe.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: German Graphite project
 
Corey
 
Dave H knows the background better than anyone and also the problems with not going forward.
 
Jack
 

From: Hinderstein, Corey A <corey.hinderstein@nnsa.doe.gov> 
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2022 12:15 PM
To: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>; Huizenga, David <david.huizenga@nnsa.doe.gov>
Subject: RE: German Graphite project
 
Jack,

Thank you for the heads up. I will check with the team so I can be better informed.

Best,
Corey
 

Corey Hinderstein (she/her/hers)
Deputy Administrator
Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation
(NA-20)

 

 

 
 

From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2022 9:38 AM
To: Hinderstein, Corey A <corey.hinderstein@nnsa.doe.gov>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>; Huizenga, David <david.huizenga@nnsa.doe.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] German Graphite project
 
Corey
 
Very strange circumstances with this project.  The organization JEN has issued a termination letter to
DOE/EM stating they will not proceed with the return program of the one ton of HEU now that the
technology is basically determined. 
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While JEN is not a party to the original SOI between BMBF of FRG, the state of NRW, and DOE, it is a
sign that FRG may be contemplating the same.  This is already being picked up in the US with Tom
Clements from SC trying to make some hay down in SRP land.  Not a good thing. 
 
Angela Watmore of EM will be reaching out to Jeff Chamberlin today for discussion.  I think the S-1
could raise this issue with the FRG reps next week at the IAEA Ministerial.  Frankly I would not
understand why the Green Government would want to take this position which is counter to all non-
proliferation goals.
 
Please call me to discuss further if you wish
 
Thanks

Jack
 
********************************************************************
This message does not originate from a known Department of Energy email system.
Use caution if this message contains attachments, links or requests for information.

********************************************************************
********************************************************************
This message does not originate from a known Department of Energy email system.
Use caution if this message contains attachments, links or requests for information.

********************************************************************



From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Subject: FW: JEN SPP
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2023 11:13:50 AM

 
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2023 12:28 PM
To: Rosa R Elmetti <Rosa.Elmetti@em.doe.gov>; GONZALEZ, JANIE J
<Janette.Gonzalez@nnsa.srs.gov>; WILMS, RALF <Ralf.Wilms@srs.gov>; Menke, Christopher J.
<chris.menke@science.doe.gov>; Emily G Schneider <emily.schneider@science.doe.gov>; William
Bates <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>; Robert Pierce <robert.pierce@srnl.doe.gov>; Ryan Petersen
<ryan.petersen@srnl.doe.gov>; GARDNER, CURTIS W <Curtis.Gardner@srs.gov>; CRAPSE, HERBERT
M JR <herbert.crapse@srs.gov>; BENTLEY, JEFFREY L <Jeffrey.Bentley@srs.gov>; Zameer Sheikh
<zameer.sheikh@srnl.doe.gov>; Amy Ramsey <Amy.Ramsey@srnl.doe.gov>; Amy Ramsey
<Amy.Ramsey@srnl.doe.gov>; JENKINS, BERNICE M <Bernice.Jenkins@srs.gov>
Cc: GARVIN, MARIE A <marie.garvin@srs.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: JEN SPP
 
Nothing that I have seen.  Have meeting with NA24 today and will get back to you.
 

From: Elmetti, Rosa <rosa.elmetti@em.doe.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2023 5:27 PM
To: Gonzalez, Janette J (SRS) <janette.gonzalez@nnsa.srs.gov>; Watmore, Angela
<angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; WILMS, RALF (SRS) <ralf.wilms@srs.gov>; Menke, Christopher J.
<chris.menke@science.doe.gov>; Schneider, Emily G <emily.schneider@science.doe.gov>; Bates,
William (SRS) <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>; Pierce, Robert (SRS) <robert.pierce@srnl.doe.gov>;
Petersen, Ryan (SRS) <ryan.petersen@srnl.doe.gov>; GARDNER, CURTIS W (SRS)
<curtis.gardner@srs.gov>; CRAPSE, HERBERT M (SRS) <herbert.crapse@srs.gov>; BENTLEY, JEFFREY
L (SRS) <jeffrey.bentley@srs.gov>; Sheikh, Zameer (SRS) <zameer.sheikh@srnl.doe.gov>; Ramsey,
Amy (SRS) <amy.ramsey@srnl.doe.gov>; Ramsey, Amy (SRS) <amy.ramsey@srnl.doe.gov>; JENKINS,
BERNICE M (SRS) <bernice.jenkins@srs.gov>
Cc: GARVIN, MARIE A (SRS) <marie.garvin@srs.gov>
Subject: JEN SPP
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All – happy new year! Does anyone know if the letters from the German ministry to DOE and SRNL
have been received?
 
Have not heard anything on my end.
 
Thanks, Rosa
 
Rosa R. Elmetti
Office of Nuclear Materials
Office of Environmental Management
U.S. Department of Energy
Rosa.Elmetti@em.doe.gov
202-664-7981
 
 
 
 

From: Janette.Gonzalez@srs.gov <Janette.Gonzalez@srs.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 1:48 PM
To: Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; WILMS, RALF (SRS) <ralf.wilms@srs.gov>;
Menke, Christopher J. <chris.menke@science.doe.gov>; Schneider, Emily G
<emily.schneider@science.doe.gov>; Bates, William (SRS) <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>; Pierce,
Robert (SRS) <robert.pierce@srnl.doe.gov>; Petersen, Ryan (SRS) <ryan.petersen@srnl.doe.gov>;
GARDNER, CURTIS W (SRS) <curtis.gardner@srs.gov>; CRAPSE, HERBERT M (SRS)
<herbert.crapse@srs.gov>; BENTLEY, JEFFREY L (SRS) <jeffrey.bentley@srs.gov>; Shultz, John
<john.shultz@em.doe.gov>; Sheikh, Zameer (SRS) <zameer.sheikh@srnl.doe.gov>; Ramsey, Amy
(SRS) <amy.ramsey@srnl.doe.gov>; Ramsey, Amy (SRS) <amy.ramsey@srnl.doe.gov>; Elmetti, Rosa
<rosa.elmetti@em.doe.gov>; JENKINS, BERNICE M (SRS) <bernice.jenkins@srs.gov>
Cc: GARVIN, MARIE A (SRS) <marie.garvin@srs.gov>
Subject: DOE SR CO Change
 
Everyone,
 
Good afternoon, I wanted to let you all know that I am leaving DOE EM and joining the NNSA side of
DOE. Therefore, a new DOE SR CO is being appointed to the German agreement. Ms. Marie Garvin
will be assuming this role beginning this Thursday.
 
(Zameer: could you add Marie to the monthly meetings we discussed this morning? Thank you)
 
Thank You
Janette
 
J. Janette Gonzalez
Team Lead – Contracting Officer
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U.S. Department of Energy – Savannah River Site
Office of Acquisition Management, Contract Mgmt Division
P.O. Box A
Aiken, SC 29802
 



From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Subject: FW: Option to ship AVR spent fuel to US - formally terminated?
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2023 11:25:02 AM

I think this is a duplicate. 
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2022 5:12 PM
To: Angela S Watmore <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; William Bates
<william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Option to ship AVR spent fuel to US - formally terminated?
 
Thanks and have a good evening. 
 
Sent from my BlackBerry - the most secure mobile device

From: angela.watmore@em.doe.gov
Sent: October 20, 2022 17:11
To: jedlow@edlow.com; william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
Cc: rneely@edlow.com
Subject: RE: Option to ship AVR spent fuel to US - formally terminated?

 
Agree.  I would prefer integrated messaging external and have requested that EM Communication
engage from HQ, as well as SRS.  I spoke with SRS again today and have briefed Ike on status.
 
A call tomorrow is fine to update on where we are. 
 
I will set up for 9 am.

From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2022 4:35 PM
To: Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; Bates, William (SRS)
<william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Option to ship AVR spent fuel to US - formally terminated?
 
See below.   I hope JEN reaches out to you before they respond to Clements this time.
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je
 

From: Köndgen, Viola-Christina <Viola.Koendgen@JEN-Juelich.de> 
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2022 10:12 AM
To: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: Re: Option to ship AVR spent fuel to US - formally terminated?
 
We received another question by him now.
Since it may be FOIA relevant I told Denis to send it to SRS first. He is asking, when WFO
will actually be terminated. Now or at expiry date in Feb.
 

Ass. jur. Viola-Christina Köndgen LL.M.
Verträge und Recht
Justiziarin und Compliance-Beauftragte

Telefon +49 2461 629 47295

Viola.Koendgen@JEN-Juelich.de
www.jen-juelich.de
___________________________________________________

JEN Jülicher Entsorgungsgesellschaft für Nuklearanlagen mbH
Wilhelm - Johnen - Straße | 52428 Jülich
Postfach 1160 | 52412 Jülich

Aufsichtsratsvorsitz
Dr. Martin Hillebrecht von Liebenstein

Geschäftsführung 
Beate Kallenbach-Herbert (Vorsitzende der Geschäftsführung) | Ulrich Schäffler

Amtsgericht Düren | HRB 4349
Ust. ID-Nr. DE 119495754
___________________________________________________

Ein Unternehmen der EWN Gruppe

Rechtsbelehrung
Unbeschadet der Korrespondenz per E-Mail sind unsere Erklärungen ausschließlich dann rechtsverbindlich, wenn sie in herkömmlicher
Schriftform (mit eigenhändiger Unterschrift zweier Unterschriftsberechtigter) oder durch Übermittlung eines solchen Schriftstückes per
Telefax erfolgen.

Diese Information ist ausschließlich für den Adressaten bestimmt und kann vertraulich oder gesetzlich geschützte Informationen
enthalten. Wenn Sie nicht der bestimmungsgemäße Adressat sind, unterrichten Sie bitte den Absender und vernichten Sie diese Mail.
Anderen als dem bestimmungsgemäßen Adressaten ist es untersagt, diese E-Mail zu lesen, zu speichern, weiterzuleiten oder ihren Inhalt
aufwelche Weise auch immer zu verwenden. Wir verwenden aktuelle Virenschutzprogramme. Für Schäden, die dem Empfänger
gleichwohl durch von uns zugesandte mit Viren befallene E-Mails entstehen, schließen wir jede Haftung aus.

Am 20.10.2022 um 16:08 schrieb Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>:


In fact, destructive.
 

From: Köndgen, Viola-Christina <Viola.Koendgen@JEN-Juelich.de> 
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2022 2:04 AM
To: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>; Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: Re: Option to ship AVR spent fuel to US - formally terminated?
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I said the same thing, but they remained of the opinion to do it. Futile!
 

Ass. jur. Viola-Christina Köndgen LL.M.
Verträge und Recht
Justiziarin und Compliance-Beauftragte

Telefon +49 2461 629 47295

Viola.Koendgen@JEN-Juelich.de
www.jen-juelich.de
___________________________________________________

JEN Jülicher Entsorgungsgesellschaft für Nuklearanlagen mbH
Wilhelm - Johnen - Straße | 52428 Jülich
Postfach 1160 | 52412 Jülich

Aufsichtsratsvorsitz
Dr. Martin Hillebrecht von Liebenstein

Geschäftsführung 
Beate Kallenbach-Herbert (Vorsitzende der Geschäftsführung) | Ulrich Schäffler

Amtsgericht Düren | HRB 4349
Ust. ID-Nr. DE 119495754
___________________________________________________

Ein Unternehmen der EWN Gruppe

Rechtsbelehrung
Unbeschadet der Korrespondenz per E-Mail sind unsere Erklärungen ausschließlich dann rechtsverbindlich, wenn sie in
herkömmlicher Schriftform (mit eigenhändiger Unterschrift zweier Unterschriftsberechtigter) oder durch Übermittlung
eines solchen Schriftstückes per Telefax erfolgen.

Diese Information ist ausschließlich für den Adressaten bestimmt und kann vertraulich oder gesetzlich geschützte
Informationen enthalten. Wenn Sie nicht der bestimmungsgemäße Adressat sind, unterrichten Sie bitte den Absender
und vernichten Sie diese Mail. Anderen als dem bestimmungsgemäßen Adressaten ist es untersagt, diese E-Mail zu
lesen, zu speichern, weiterzuleiten oder ihren Inhalt aufwelche Weise auch immer zu verwenden. Wir verwenden
aktuelle Virenschutzprogramme. Für Schäden, die dem Empfänger gleichwohl durch von uns zugesandte mit Viren
befallene E-Mails entstehen, schließen wir jede Haftung aus.

Am 20.10.2022 um 02:49 schrieb Jack Edlow
<jedlow@edlow.com>:


Viola
 
Thank you for sharing this information.  I am sorry to see this news
because it was unnecessary for JEN to respond to Mr. Clements and
especially without conferring with DOE before sending the email. 
Partners, even former partners, should not undercut each other. 
 
I hope the situation does not cause DOE any problems.
 
Regards
 
Jack Edlow
 

From: Köndgen, Viola-Christina <Viola.Koendgen@JEN-Juelich.de> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2022 10:51 AM
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To: Watmore, Angela <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>;
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov; Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>
Cc: Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>; Niedrée, Denis
<Denis.Niedree@jen-juelich.de>; Jörg Kriewel <joerg.kriewel@jen-
juelich.de>
Subject: WG: Option to ship AVR spent fuel to US - formally terminated?
 
Dear Angela and Bill,
dear Jack,
 
Tom Clements approached our communication officer Mr Kriewel
regarding JEN’s termination. Below please find JEN’s answer in case
you/your organisations will be approached during below mentioned South
Carolina Nuclear Advisory Council’s meeting.
 
Kind regards and enjoy the rest of your day,
Viola and Denis

Ass. jur. Viola-Christina Köndgen LL.M.
Verträge und Recht
Justiziarin und Compliance-Beauftragte

Telefon +49 2461 629 47295

Viola.Koendgen@JEN-Juelich.de
www.jen-juelich.de
___________________________________________________

JEN Jülicher Entsorgungsgesellschaft für Nuklearanlagen mbH
Wilhelm - Johnen - Straße | 52428 Jülich
Postfach 1160 | 52412 Jülich

Aufsichtsratsvorsitz
Dr. Martin Hillebrecht von Liebenstein

Geschäftsführung 
Beate Kallenbach-Herbert (Vorsitzende der Geschäftsführung) | Ulrich Schäffler

Amtsgericht Düren | HRB 4349
Ust. ID-Nr. DE 119495754
___________________________________________________

Ein Unternehmen der EWN Gruppe

Rechtsbelehrung
Unbeschadet der Korrespondenz per E-Mail sind unsere Erklärungen ausschließlich dann
rechtsverbindlich, wenn sie in herkömmlicher Schriftform (mit eigenhändiger Unterschrift zweier
Unterschriftsberechtigter) oder durch Übermittlung eines solchen Schriftstückes per Telefax
erfolgen.

Diese Information ist ausschließlich für den Adressaten bestimmt und kann vertraulich oder
gesetzlich geschützte Informationen enthalten. Wenn Sie nicht der bestimmungsgemäße Adressat
sind, unterrichten Sie bitte den Absender und vernichten Sie diese Mail. Anderen als dem
bestimmungsgemäßen Adressaten ist es untersagt, diese E-Mail zu lesen, zu speichern,
weiterzuleiten oder ihren Inhalt aufwelche Weise auch immer zu verwenden. Wir verwenden
aktuelle Virenschutzprogramme. Für Schäden, die dem Empfänger gleichwohl durch von uns
zugesandte mit Viren befallene E-Mails entstehen, schließen wir jede Haftung aus.

Von: Kriewel, Jörg <Joerg.Kriewel@jen-juelich.de> 
Gesendet: Mittwoch, 19. Oktober 2022 13:02
An: Tom Clements <tomclements329@cs.com>
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Cc: Schramm, Claudia <Claudia.Schramm@jen-juelich.de>
Betreff: AW: Option to ship AVR spent fuel to US - formally terminated?
 
Dear Mr Clements,
 
thank you for your e-mail regarding the recent decision concerning the
AVR spent fuel.
The option to ship the aforementioned spent fuel has indeed been
terminated by JEN. The reasons for this were as follows:
 
In 2014, the atomic supervisory authority ordered that the interim
storage facility in Julich, where the spent AVR fuel is stored, be emptied
without further delay. Since that time the shipment of the fuel to the U.S.
was pursued as one of three options to implement the order.
 
As a beneficiary of the federal government (BMBF) and the state of North
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW), JEN receives grants from the federal and state
budgets. With the combined impact of the Covid pandemic and the
Ukrainian crisis, the public budget has become more strained, which
caused the competent budget commission to request that JEN  re-
evaluate the three options to empty the Julich storage facility and to
reduce the costs of these accordingly. Therefore, the options were
examined once more regarding their feasibility and timeframe for
implementation. The result is that the probability of realization of the
U.S.-option is currently the lowest. There was a stage of the U.S. project
where the schedule showed it to be amongst the most favourable and
that it would empty the storage facility the fastest. However, this is not
the case anymore due to the current developments regarding the other
two options.
 
Additionally the supervisory authority  directed  JEN to obtain a renewed
license for the existing interim storage facility. According to recent
information from the licensing authority, such a license may be issued in
the near future. If this were to occur the German Atomic Energy Act
would prohibit a subsequent export of the spent fuel, since spent fuel
stored in a licensed facility may not be exported under current  legislation.
 
Furthermore, the new NRW government’s coalition agreement provides
for the minimization of transports of radioactive material and supports
the construction of a new interim storage facility at Julich for the spent
AVR fuel. A transport to the U.S. would entail a transnational shipment to
a German seaport, crossing further German states, which probability of
realization JEN considers very low, as long as no other assessment of
priority is made by the ministries involved.
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The previously mentioned reasons have now led to the fact that JEN is
bound to terminate the US option. Please note that this is the JEN
perspective, but it does not represent the perspective of the ministry
(BMBF) and any matters in the framework of non-proliferation
agreements.
 
Sincerely,
Jörg Kriewel
 
Von: Tom Clements <tomclements329@cs.com> 
Gesendet: Montag, 17. Oktober 2022 18:29
An: Kriewel, Jörg <Joerg.Kriewel@jen-juelich.de>
Cc: Schramm, Claudia <Claudia.Schramm@jen-juelich.de>
Betreff: Option to ship AVR spent fuel to US - formally terminated?
 
Hello Herr Kriewel,
 
I have read in several German news articles and heard from contacts in
Germany that the option to ship AVR spent fuel to the US DOE's Savannah
River Site (here in South Carolina) has now officially been terminated. I have
not yet seen this news in English.
 
I would appreciate a formal comment or statement from JEN (or another
official entity) - in German is fine - about recent decisions concerning the
status AVR spent fuel, especially concerning the US option now being off the
table.
 
The South Carolina Nuclear Advisory Council meets next week - see agenda
here:
https://www.admin.sc.gov/sites/default/files/real_property/GNAC%20Agenda
%20Oct24%20FINAL.docx  - and I would like to update them as to the status
of this matter. In the past, they have had briefings on the issue from DOE but
there has been no update to them for several years. (You will note that the
director of the Savannah River National Lab, which has been cooperating
with JEN, is to speak at the meeting.)
 
Many thanks for your response to my inquiry.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Clements
Director, Savannah River Site Watch
1112 Florence Street
Columbia, SC 29201
USA
tomclements329@cs.com
mobile 1-803-240-7268
https://srswatch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SavannahRiverSiteWatch
https://twitter.com/srswatch
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From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Subject: FW: Status?
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2023 11:22:54 AM

 
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2022 7:46 AM
To: William Bates <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Cc: Angela S Watmore <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Status?
 
Bill
 
I have heard nothing despite several emails.  Will try again and let you know in a day or two.  I am
glad that Katy Huff was intrigued.  She should be as she is funding the construction of one graphite
fueled reactor and thus the fuel.  She should be also supporting disposition.
 
Thanks for checking in
 
Best
 
Jack
 

From: william.bates@srnl.doe.gov <william.bates@srnl.doe.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2022 6:09 PM
To: Jack Edlow <jedlow@edlow.com>
Cc: angela.watmore@em.doe.gov
Subject: Status?
 
Jack, any news or letter from the federal government regarding their position on the graphite fuel?  I
have heard nothing.  Our small contract with JEN expires in February.  We toured Katy Huff in SRNL
back on 11/1 and showed her the demonstration unit that we have for the experiments.  She was
intrigued. 
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Thanks. 
 
Bill
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
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From: William Bates
To: Trina Mackie
Subject: FW: U.S.- Option
Date: Thursday, March 30, 2023 2:30:14 PM

 
 
Bill Bates| Savannah River National Laboratory
Deputy Associate Laboratory Director
Environmental and Legacy Management
Building 773-A, Rm A-233
Aiken, South Carolina 29808
Office: 803.725.1341
Mobile: 803.507.5050
william.bates@srnl.doe.gov
 
 

From: Schäffler, Ulrich <Ulrich.Schaeffler@JEN-Juelich.de> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 3:53 AM
To: Angela S Watmore <angela.watmore@em.doe.gov>; William Bates
<william.bates@srnl.doe.gov>
Cc: Kallenbach-Herbert, Beate <beate.kallenbach@jen-juelich.de>; Niedrée, Denis
<Denis.Niedree@jen-juelich.de>; Nünighoff, Kay <Kay.Nuenighoff@JEN-Juelich.de>; Caspary, Guido
<Guido.Caspary@JEN-Juelich.de>; Böcking, Axel <Axel.Boecking@jen-juelich.de>; Jack Edlow
<jedlow@edlow.com>; Russell Neely <rneely@edlow.com>; Köndgen, Viola-Christina
<Viola.Koendgen@JEN-Juelich.de>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] U.S.- Option
 
 
Dear  Angela and Bill:
 
We hope this e-mail finds you well.
 
As already communicated during the recent video call with Denis Niedrée, JEN would like to take the
opportunity to provide you with more background information regarding JEN’s decision to terminate
the U.S.-Option, but above all, to thank you for the successful cooperation in recent years.  To
summarize:
 

In 2014, the atomic supervisory authority ordered that the interim storage facility in Julich,
where the spent AVR fuel is stored, be emptied without further delay and that the previous
storage license was not to be extended, due to recent findings suggesting that the whole area
surrounding Julich may be  earthquake-prone .

 
Following that order, DOE, BMBF and MWIDE NRW signed a relevant Statement of Intent
(SOI) in 2014 with regard to the return and disposal of the spent AVR fuel within the
framework of non-proliferation.
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As the project team may well remember, the common history between SRS/DOE and
JEN/Forschungszentrum Julich dates back even further than this SOI, since spent research
reactor fuel was sent back to its country of origin from Julich to the U.S. regularly.

 
Interestingly, similar to today, almost 10 years ago the U.S. option was on the verge of being
suspended for reasons outside the sphere of influence of the Forschungszentrum Julich, JEN’s
predecessor regarding the responsibility for the spent AVR fuel at the time. Fortunately, the
international project team managed to overcome these uncertainties, and our collaboration
led to the development of  two very valuable patents  which established a novel process to
further reduce nuclear waste that results from the civilian use of nuclear energy.

 
Now, we will turn to the situation that has overtaken our project today.  As a beneficiary of the
federal government (BMBF) and the state of North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW), JEN receives grants,
which are awarded as institutional funding from the federal and state budgets based on JEN’s annual
business plan which is approved by the relevant ministries and budget committee. With the
combined impact of the Covid pandemic and the Ukrainian crisis, the public budget has become
more strained, which caused  the competent budget commission to request that JEN  re-evaluate all
options to empty the Julich storage facility and to reduce the costs of these accordingly. The
evaluation of all possible options was conducted against the background of the above-mentioned
2014 order, which requests JEN to empty the storage facility without further delay. Therefore, the
options were examined once more regarding their feasibility and timeframe for implementation.
Unfortunately, the result is that the probability of realization of the U.S.-option is currently the
lowest.   There was a stage of the U.S. project where the schedule showed it to be amongst the most
favourable and that it would  empty the storage facility the fastest.  However, negotiating the
relevant draft contracts put the U.S. option clearly in arrears over the years, which is why other
possible remedies have now gained an advantage on the relevant timeline, as further explained
below.
 
Amongst other requirements, the supervisory authority  directed  JEN to obtain a renewed license
for the existing interim storage facility, including taking the necessary earthquake measurements.
According to recent information from the licensing authority, such a license may be issued in the
near future. If this were to occur the German Atomic Energy Act would prohibit a subsequent export
of the spent fuel, since spent fuel stored in a licensed facility may not be exported under current 
legislation.
 
Furthermore, the new NRW government’s coalition agreement provides for the minimization of
transports of radioactive material and supports the construction of a new interim storage facility at
Julich for the spent AVR fuel. A transport to the U.S. would entail a transnational shipment to a
German seaport, crossing further German states, which probability of realization JEN considers very
low, as long as no other assessment of priority is made by the ministries involved.
 
The previously mentioned reasons have now led to the fact that JEN is bound to terminate the US
option, which we very much regret to have to inform you about. Please note that this is the JEN
perspective, but it does not represent the perspective of the ministry, BMBF, and the ministry will



contact its counterparties at US DOE directly to explain its perspective.
 
Our thanks go above all to the excellent scientific team around Robert Pierce on the U.S. side,
without whose technical implementation the research work would not have been feasible. We
would also like to thank the many American colleagues at the Savannah River Site and DOE, whose
collaboration on contracts and other administrative decisions made our many years of trusting
cooperation possible in the first place.
 
Since the clearance of the AVR storage facility ultimately involves a large number of stakeholders
and is also influenced, among other things, by political decisions, we very much regret that we are
unfortunately unable to provide you with a more positive announcement at this time.
 
Sincerely yours,
 
Beate Kallenbach                            Ulrich Schäffler

 

Ass. jur. Ulrich Schäffler 
Kaufmännischer Geschäftsführer

Telefon +49 2461 629 47116

Ulrich.Schaeffler@JEN-Juelich.de
www.jen-juelich.de
___________________________________________________

JEN Jülicher Entsorgungsgesellschaft für Nuklearanlagen mbH
Wilhelm - Johnen - Straße | 52428 Jülich
Postfach 1160 | 52412 Jülich

Aufsichtsratsvorsitz
Dr. Martin Hillebrecht von Liebenstein

Geschäftsführung 
Beate Kallenbach-Herbert (Vorsitzende der Geschäftsführung) | Ulrich Schäffler

Amtsgericht Düren | HRB 4349
Ust. ID-Nr. DE 119495754
___________________________________________________

Ein Unternehmen der EWN Gruppe

Rechtsbelehrung
Unbeschadet der Korrespondenz per E-Mail sind unsere Erklärungen ausschließlich dann rechtsverbindlich, wenn sie in herkömmlicher
Schriftform (mit eigenhändiger Unterschrift zweier Unterschriftsberechtigter) oder durch Übermittlung eines solchen Schriftstückes per
Telefax erfolgen.

Diese Information ist ausschließlich für den Adressaten bestimmt und kann vertraulich oder gesetzlich geschützte Informationen
enthalten. Wenn Sie nicht der bestimmungsgemäße Adressat sind, unterrichten Sie bitte den Absender und vernichten Sie diese Mail.
Anderen als dem bestimmungsgemäßen Adressaten ist es untersagt, diese E-Mail zu lesen, zu speichern, weiterzuleiten oder ihren Inhalt
aufwelche Weise auch immer zu verwenden. Wir verwenden aktuelle Virenschutzprogramme. Für Schäden, die dem Empfänger
gleichwohl durch von uns zugesandte mit Viren befallene E-Mails entstehen, schließen wir jede Haftung aus.
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