
 

 
 
January 24, 2024 
 
Freedom of Information Officer 
NNSA Service Center   
Office of Public Affairs 
P.O. Box 5400 
Albuquerque, NM 87185-5400 
FOIOfficer@nnsa.doe.gov 
 
Dear FOIA Officers: 
 
Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, Savannah River Site Watch (SRS Watch) requests: 
  

 Any Tiger Team “reports” - summary documents, memos, assessments, and 
documents on implementation of CD-3X packages - pertaining to the proposed 
Savannah River Plutonium Processing Facility (SRPPF), and attachments. This includes 
Tiger Team activities related to CD-2 and CD-3 activities. 

 
The “Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Performance Evaluation Summary” (PER) for Savannah River Nuclear 
Solutions for the period October 1, 2022 – September 30, 2023 states that “For the SRPPF 
Project, SRNS executed the Construction Management subcontract, the Dismantlement & 
Removal (D&R) Critical Decision (CD)-3A activities, and Tiger Team implementation of CD-3X 
packages.” NNSA has thus confirmed existence of Tiger Team activities in relation to the SRPPF. 
 
I note that the same PER summary cites significant problems with the SRPPF project as SRS - 
being pursued to produce new plutonium pits for new nuclear warheads - thus perhaps 
justifying review by a Tiger Team: “SRNS has not been able to perform and report to the 
submitted Performance Measurement baseline for the SRPPF Project. SRNS attention to design 
production for SRPPF is necessary to recover and maintain the SRPPF design performance 
baseline.” 
 
If you regard this information as exempt from required disclosure under the Act, SRS Watch 
requests that you exercise your discretion to disclose them. If the documents include classified 
or otherwise restricted information and the volume of this material makes a lengthy 
declassification review necessary, SRS Watch requests the prompt release of all elements of the 
document portions marked 'Unclassified,' 'For Official Use Only,' or 'Declassified.'  Additionally, 



SRS Watch requests that the remaining classified portions undergo a careful review for the 
purpose of declassification, in whole or in part, and that you release all reasonably segregated 
portions of the classified record, except those portions which would actually damage national 
security. 
 
SRS Watch further requests that you disclose these materials to us as they become available to 
you without waiting until all the documents have been assembled. 
 
Should you elect to invoke an exemption to the FOIA, SRS Watch requests in any full or partial 
denial letter sufficient information to appeal the denial. In accordance with the minimum 
requirements for administrative due process, this information should include: 
 
 1. Basic factual material, including the originator, date, length, and addresses of the 
withheld items. 
 
 2. Explanations and justifications for denial, including the identification of the 
procedural category of E.O. 12356 under which the withheld document or portions of the 
document was found to be subject to classification, at what level the entire document was 
ultimately classified and the nature and variety of the document's portion-marking and, most 
importantly, explanations of how each exemption fits the withheld material. 
 
SRS Watch is a duly registered non-profit, tax-exempt, public policy research and information 
organization. SRS Watch makes information available to the public, media and elected officials 
by various means of distribution, including via our website, social media and public programs. 
The information disclosed pursuant to the request will be made available to the public and 
others engaged in policy analysis and research, including historians, area specialists, and 
journalists.  The documents obtained will likely contribute significantly to public understanding 
of the operations and activities of NNSA.  
 
We hereby request a waiver of any fees that might be associated with this request. The 
Freedom of Information Act provides that DOE/NNSA may waive fees “if disclosure of the 
information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the 
commercial interest of the requester.” (5 U.S.C. Section 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) and 10 CFR 
1004.9(a)(8))  SRS Watch has a demonstrated ability to interpret and publicly distribute 
information obtained under FOIA requests. We believe our request clearly meets the fee-
waiver requirements and thus request that you waive all fees in connection with this request. 
We have never been charged for a FOIA request to NNSA or DOE and I expect the same 
standard to be applied with this request. 
 
Per DOE’s FOIA regulations, we request a determination in response to this request within 20 
days and if the documents are not provided by then we expect to be notified as to a specific 
date by which the documents will be provided. 
 



The Freedom of Information Act states that “[e]ach agency, upon any request for records made 
under paragraph . . . (3) . . . shall determine within 20 [working] days . . . whether to comply 
with such request and shall immediately notify the person making such request of . . . such 
determination and the reasons therefor.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i). “[I]n order to make a 
determination,” an agency must, inter alia, “determine and communicate the scope of the 
documents it intends to produce and withhold, and the reasons for withholding any 
documents.” Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington v. Fed. Election Comm’n, 711 
F.3d 180, 188 (D.C. Cir. 2013).  
 
In “unusual circumstances,” an agency may extend FOIA’s 20 working-day deadline by up to ten 

additional working days, but the agency must also provide written notice to the requester 

including “the date on which a determination is expected to be dispatched.” 5 U.S.C. § 

552(a)(6)(B)(i). Similarly, FOIA requires agencies to “provide[] information about the status of a 

request,” “including . . . an estimated date on which the agency will complete action on the 

request.” Id. § 552(a)(7)(B). DOE’s regulations recognize these requirements. See 10 C.F.R. § 

1004.5(d)(1) (stating that DOE will act “within 20 days of a request for DOE records being 

received”); id. § 1004.5(d)(1)(iii) (recognizing that if DOE invokes “unusual circumstances” it 

may “take an extension not to exceed ten days” and must provide “the date on which a 

determination is expected to be dispatched”). 

 
If you have questions about this request, please contact me at tel. 803-834-3084 or via email at 
tomclements329@cs.com. Your prompt response to this request is appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Tom Clements 
Director, Savannah River Site Watch (SRS Watch) 
1112 Florence Street 
Columbia, SC 29202 
tomclements329@s.com 
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